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Lusito si trova in Ucrai-
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anche in altre ex repubbliche e in Paesi satel-
liti della fu Unione Sovietica. Lusito viaggia
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| me infrastruttura scientifica statale presenti
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Ukraine uncovered

Photographs of scientific life in the invaded nation

Rare interaction Peter Higgs opens up in archival audio interview
Dark experience The Jewish physicist who worked for Nazi Germany
Feline follower How Ursula Le Guin popularized Schridinger’s cat
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Physics in Ukraine

gl med e

The Ukrainian city of Kharkiv was a major target during the first days of the Russian invasion and, as the
Russian army advances, it continues to face attacks by drones and missiles. But when he travelled to
Kharkiv in November 2023, photographer Eric Lusito discovered a resilient community of scientists
doing everything in their powerto continue their research

Phots LAleander  Kharkiv, Ukraine's secomnd-| |J\rsr>l(|l\ hasalonghistory  facilities. The Russian army was massing at the border,

pslrenid en Feature: Culture, History and Society Wats, pictutad mtat but [ was nevertheless stunned when, having returned
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Igor Garkusha
habding & plece of
shrapnel in the
steflaratar oo of
the Plasma Physics
Institute, Kharkiv
Instiute of Physics
and Techrology.

Uragan-2M at the Plasma Physics |

Plasma Physics Institute, Kharkiv Institute of Physics

and Technalogy, November 2023

The Plasma Physics [nstituze houses two huge stellara.

These machines confine

plasma under high magnetic fields (photo 4, aba

ing the hot, dense conditions
sarkusha,

e where the r
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dar

of the Rus-
ywehere and,
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sian invasion. Debris
in the revsm housing the stellarators, he held up a piece of
shraprel (photo 5, below roof played its protective
role and the stellarators have not suffered any damage,
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but with rescarch temporarily halted, Garkusha worried
that they were at risk of losing skills.
“I never thought the Russians would wage war on us
ave a bot of family and friends on the other
rkusha said. *1 attended a nuc!
in Longdon organized by the [AEA (International
Atomic Energy Agency) in October. There were Russian
rooim 1ve known for 20 or 30 years, aid not one
of them spoke o me.”
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Photo atthe Kharki and
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Phets 10 (Below
att) the univessity
buibding of the
Kharkd Polytechnic
Institute that was.
destroyed on 19
August 2022,
Photo 11 (Below
right] Kseniia
Minakva and her
colleagues arund
the solar simulator.
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Kharkiv 2023
Ataround 530 a.m, on 19 August 2022 o missile struck a
university building of the Kharkiv Polytechnic Institute
{photo 10, below left). From 8 a.m., Kseniia Minakova
head of the optics and photonics laboratory, searched
through the rubble for what could be salvaged. Much of
the equiprment had been destroyed, but she and her col-
leagues i icrascopes, welding equipmentand
computers. After a few days, heavier equipment such as
vacuum pumps could be evacuated.

Tmet Minakova at the institwte, where she showed me
her small temporary laboratory (photo 9, above). Her
research is dedicatedto solar energy and improving heat
dissipation in photovoltaic systems. To enable
va'st to continue working. Tulane Univ

cells as well as a new 3D printer, screens, oscilloscopes
and other equipment,

But what she was most grateful for was at theback of the
room, where her team was huddled around a solar sima-
lator donated by a Canadian company (photo 11, below
right). "l explained to them what | needed and they came
up with a technical solution for eur laboratory and com
pletely assembled a new installation for us from seratch.
This equipment is worth $60,0001" exclaimed Minakova,

In 2023 she was appointed ambassador of the €
Foundation and a finalist for the L'Oréal
Waimen in Schence” prize. She has receiv
to work abroad. “T wrned them down. My place ishere, in
Ukraine. [Feveryone beaves, who will take care of rebuild-
||

ingour country?”
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The Institute for Scintillation Materials, Kharkiv,
November 2023
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Home = Culture,_history and society = Everyday science » Soviet institutes, Martian neighbours, Whovian
science, stellar patterns and dystopian predictions: micro reviews of recent books

EVERYDAY SCIENCE | OPINION AND REVIEWS

Soviet institutes, Martian neighbours, Whovian science, stellar
patterns and dystopian predictions: micro reviews of recent
books

17 Jun 2026 @ Reading Time: 4 minutes

In the latest of our series of bite-sized reviews, Physics World editors give their verdicts on
new science titles

Once colourful Masters of Time is a 1975 mosaic by Halyna Zubchenko and Hryhoriy Prysheddko at the
Institute of Cybernetics, Ukraine. (Photograph by Eric Lusito. Taken from Soviet Scientific Institutes by Eric
Lusito, @ FUEL Publishing 2028)

Soviet Scientific Institutes
By Eric Lusito

Photos of research facilities in the former Soviet Union and its satellite nations might not
seem the most promising subject matter for a coffee-table book. But French photographer
Eric Lusito has done just that with Soviet Scientific Institutes, which contains more than 150
pictures from his travels across the former Soviet bloc. Unable to travel to Russia, Azerbaijan
and Belarus, images from what Lusito calls the “authoritarian remnants” of the Soviet Union
are absent. However, his photos across eight other countries depict the downfall of many
once vibrant labs, from a rusty cosmic-ray telescope in Armenia to a defunct nuclear reactor in
Georgia. The grim reality stands in contrast to the colourful 1970s mosaics in a Ukrainian
cybernetics institute that seemed to herald a utopian future. Matin Durrani

» 2026 Fuel

* You can enjoy a selection of Eric Lusito’s photographs of physics labs in Ukraine in his
2024 feature for Physics World: “Physics in Ukraine: scientific endeavour lives on
despite the invasion®

b
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about photography

HEME CATEGORIEE »  STANTHERE SUSMIT  BEANCH

INSIDE SOVIET SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTES: HOW ERIC LUSITO
PHOTOGRAPHED THE MACHINES BUILT TO ENGINEER THE

FUTURE

Welcome to this editian of [book spotight. Today, we uncove the layers of ‘Soviet Seientifie nstitites.' by Eric
Lusitto (pubWshod by FUEL Design & Pubiishingl. We'd love 10 fead Fow commonts bolow aboul these insights
ond idevs behing the artist's work,

Soviel science left behind a strange afterlife.

Inside former Soviel scientific institules, Eric Lusito found mach bualt for muclear physics, radio asts

space resoarch, and tho dream of a lochnological feture, Somo of Hhoso PIICS WeIT CAC0 SH<Tot, S0me a0 still

difficult to enter, and many are till connected to scientists who continue their work despile collapse, low
salaries, and was. His book Soviel Scientilic Institstos is about a world whore science survivod long aflor the
empire that created it disappeated.

But the project is not only absut the past.

It is alsa sbout access, b

. patience, and the difficull ine between documentation and fantasy. Linilo spesks
about estaring sensithe shes, sclontists at work, g the easy ook of rus, and shaping

the book with FUEL into something claser 10 a cabinel of curiosities than a simple archive. What begins with
extracedinary mackines becomes a story about people wha kepl working inside history instead of keaving it

behind.

This infervicw Shows fow 1o pholograph paces that eloady ook wisally pomoriul withou! fofting the suore
Iko owor. Lusifo's procoss alfors o way 1o think abouf acoess, eciting, soquoncing, ord restraint whon tho
subyect is already full of drame. It is not about making the werid Iook SEGnger. DT baut undersianding why it
alroody is.

The Book

Soviet Scientific Institutes by Eric Lisits, pubished by FUEL, |s a phatographic jommey through th hidden
scientific world of the former Soviet Union. Across 3 s, nuclear ites, control
rogms, and vast experimental machings. Lusio documents places thal were cade bullt around secrecy,
ambition, and the belief that science could shape the futwe.

The book shows a workd suspended between history and survival. Aler the collapse of the Soviet Union, many
Institutes bost funding and foil Into decling, but some schontists continued tholr work, oltes in d#flcult conditions
and even duting wartime. Ralhet than tieating these plates anly s ruins. Lusito photegiaphs them as livieg
traces of a sclentific dresm that has not fully disappeared. [FUEL Design & Publishing, Amazon]

Starting point: Yoor project begaw in iote 2021 when a scientist in Kharkiv showed you his loborotory.
What was it about thot first wisit that mode you think this could become o long-ferm project?

Ho, | had this opportunity and thought this wossd just b  cve-olf cxperience. B was my first iip abeoad since
the start of the pandemic. and | was travelling through Uksaine cager 1o find inspiration. | had absckaely no
idua about this sciontific weeld and | hadn't plaseed on staying In Khaekh, But Litor the director caled me again
i his office. | wondered it Fd made a m g the vish, perhaps | satety
instructions progsaly, in shot, | expectod to have fo explain myself. Instead, we discussed sy Impressions and
then he asked me i I'd be intorested in visiting anather scientific site in the region. | jumped 31 the chance, of
cowrse. And woukd you bolieve I, the second diecctor did the same. Even Better, we went Together o the i
laboratory. It was at that moment that | realized there was 3 whole world to explose. | stayed in Kharkiv for 3
manth and a haif and met 2 scientific community that keft a lastiag impeossion on me

Continuation: Your first book, “After the Wa,” documented obandomed Sovlet military sites. Mow did
working on that earller project propare you for phatographing these sciomtific institutes?

Both are kong-tevm projects, spanning several years and involving vatious countries. As | am now lamiliar with
this part of the workd, travelling alone around thso countrics was not particularly difficul, | loart o
communicale in Russian, which | used around 75 per cent of the time, and in English, which is spoken by the
younger genoration nowadays. The man SHorences arc tho presonce of peopl aed time comstzaints. AL
abandoned Sovie! millitary bases, | coul

spend as mach ime photographing as | needed, waiting for the ideal
light if ne<ossary. Dering my timo at resoarch instilistes, | was always accompanicd by someans te guide and

swpervise me. And when an Armenian scientist inviles you bo share & Glass of Armories cognac, you simply
can't rofuso, Neither the socond nor the third, What also mado it casier fer mo was that | have a dogeoe in
physical instramentation, which ncluded courses in a wide range of scientific discipbmes. | think it helped
bocause the scientists naticod that | know a litthe aboul thei fiold of sesoarch, lot's just say | wasn't complotoly
out of the loop. Il was & privilege 1o meet and talk with these scientists. | ato realsed that | couldat have

carriod out this proje | was youngor, as it vda of matuity o grasp it
Access: Moy of built in complete ¥ il mot : How did you
get permission fo places Mke the nuchear gia ar the steliarater
i Ukraine?

The reception | received varied greatly from country 16 country and institule to institute. Sometimes, obtaining
permission wars straighticrwacd, while at other times i coukd take several weeks, For particularly sensitive
sites, approval iS required from scientists, the d, finaly, the Y |

regections, of Ccourse, and some instisut d closed 1o me, but ot what | was kooking for,
particularty in the field of nuclear physics. | am very gratehl to all the scientists who agreed 10 take part.

Now, | can give you more details. £ harkiv, | coll d with the French Institste 1o ofganise an
axhisibion of my photogaphs of scentic sites. The alm was 1o draw atientica 1o this hertage and history.
Thaniks to this extibition project, | was able 1o gain access 1o a numbser of instittes. It was the directon of ane
of thesa institutes wha introduced me 10 the Institule of Plasmas and its stellaratces. which are nuckeas fusion
facilities. It is one of the most fasc

ing places | have ever visited. It was in December 2021, and a few weelks
Iater the site was shelled by the Russian army

A5 the war continuod, my projoct seomed insignificant, and | didn't ook at my photograghs for montis, It was
only hen it bicame chead a1 Putin had aiked in his plan 10 quickly annex Ukraine that | book the ts to
reviow sty work again, | ol i was 3 promising start. and it would b0 3 shamo 1o $10p thore. B couida’t
continue in Ukraine, peehaps | could try other countries with a shared history instead. initislly, | wass't 100 sure,
but i tuned cut 10 be a good idoa, | started im Georgia first, | tried 1o most the director of the instituts in
parsce. evon if it 1ok & fow attemets. | introduced mysell, showed Rim my photos from the project and asked
for pormissicn. He roplicd. “0R, you mot tho physicists from Kharkiv? | studicd therer® This croated
connection and made him willing to Belo. Howover, his consest skone was not enough. | also nooded cloarante
from the nascloar safoty adminissration. Tho pro<oss lock hc wooks, bt thoy finally granted me cxceptional
official approval. The same peaple later efused 10 previde 8 SeCond onlry p2emit. though. This visit convincod
mo to contines with this projoct i othor cowntries of B Tormor Sowiot Boc. As yeu £an 500, it has all boon
gradual pracess.

Visual approach: Reviewsrs describe pour images o5 comblni y

Hew de i e purt thy vher th Hyelf looks almest ke o movie
set? And how do you photograph something os huge ond stronge o3 the rodic tefescape UTR-2 or the
1950 proton accelerator without it siiding kafo sciemce fiction?

Thess tacilitios brought back memerios of the comic bogks | read a5 a child, such as Blake and Mortmer by
Edgar P. Ja¢ckss and Tirlin by Hengé. Maving reread them, their imagery certainky served as a visual reference. |
wanted to captern the edge of sckence fact, where i turms inta fiction. | follow my innor voice and try to ake
the phatogeaph that will eventually give me satisfaction. | wamt the phelogeaph 1o accuratedy reflect the
Tealings and emotices exparienced in that place. | previcusty worked with a 465" Lege-Tormat camena, but for
this preject | sed a digital camera Lo take pholos more quickly, Howewer. | £till work slowly with 2 tripod 1o
nsuIe My images are propery Tramed, | Mo bo Rave plenty of time Tor this, but that was not always possibie.

Documentary line: What makes ome sciontitic interior feel ke o strong documentery photograph rather
than just an amazing-lecking roem?

It when can p ko histeey. Sechnotogy o science. H it looks
amazing, all the better.

Editing out: What kinds of images did you cot because they felf 100 close to science-fiction fantasy or
Cold War cliche?

First, | wanfed bo avoid the “urbe.” industrial-ruin o Chemobyd-style acsthetic, As | wanted 1o photograph

Buthentic tacilities, it was inevitable that they woeld show signs of decay since they wete created decades age.
Scientists are well aware of this and hope Ehat readers will look beyand the surtace and take an interest in their
history and research. Then, and this may seem to contradict what ['ve just said, | wanted to aveid overty
conlemporany 5paces, 3 there's nothing mare boring Ehan 3 rocm ful of Laplops, Lastly, | didn't want to limit

myself only 1o fantastical-looking places. In My opinion, that would have seemed 106 fae-feiched and detached

from real life. The goal is 10 find the swect spot and then stretch Ehe limits, n

aboutphotography.blog, Juin 2026
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Influence: You have meatianed ond Their work was very
systematic, the ty stn % ogain. Did that ides of o
srtes o o (ypology shape how peu bulll this profect?

1.am a self and histary of g 3 their work was a
big sheck. In Framce, we've long been influenced by the humanist stybe, s soen in the work of Cartier-Bressos,
Daisneau o Ribcud, but | was immediatoly drawn to the famous Disseldort School. Becher's typological series
ane woll known, Bet | particularty appeeciate thelr work Insdastrial ol

such a way that the images turn into abstractions. Now, that doesn't mean | copy their approach. First, | wark in
cobour, which s 2 iy element for ma. For Soviet Schentific bestitstos, | was detorsined to find places that were
all cifferent, 50 | didn't want to make a typology. What I've created is not a seies, but rather a collection, a5 3
kind o cabinet of curisitios. The Doauty of these sites lies In their uniquenass, not their simiarities.

‘Wartima: Yeu returned fe Kharkiv in 2023 during
warking there. How did that change wial you were looking for with your camera?

ett Kharki 20207 gun o amass roops near the border, but the
inhabilants didn't seem particularty concerned, even thowgh Kharkiv is oaly 30 km from Russia. As | said, he
Ukrainian scientific community made a deep impression on me. So, when the full-scale invasion began, | was
extremety sad and angey. Thankfully, the iserned hadn't been cut off yel, and | wars able to chat with several
scientists. After the initial shock, | received messages sach as “The resistance i organising, We're fighting. and
we'll wint®, while all the milary expedts on television were predicting Ukraine's defeal. | believe Ukraine has
been underestimated for far oo bang, | wanted 1o o back and join the resistance. However, when Ukraine set
up the Istermational Legicn, i was made clear that they only needed experienced soldiers, not civilians. Theee
were also plenty of Ukrainian volunboers for territorial defience. These may have just becn caceses. though, as |

wias atso scared to go b L ity of the war, and | ¥ pu my project in other countries
instead. In autumn 2022, the Uirainian Armed Forces launched a counter-offonsive, liberating Khersom and the
Khariiv region, Beaude where the UTR-2 lecated

visited carkies Once |iearned that the ares was ogon 1o chliams, | decided to retum ta Kharkiv. My aim was to
document the siluaticn of scientists during e war, which was, indeed, a different appreach. Unfortunately, it
was mot pos all the peogle two 1 1eit that | was in the right
place and that, wsth my camera. | could help. This work kas been covered in scientific publications such as
Science and Pysics Workd, among oters. Then, for the book, Bhe publisher sebected some of those

. Seienists in th nare thiat ae ditfcult for s (o imagine. Sadty,
war &5 yet another adversity that they are forced fo endure,

The people: Some scientists stayed of their institutes through the collopse of the Soviet Union, earning
‘aimost nathing. Did you feel pressure to show the human stovy behind the mochines, or did you trust the
abjects to tell that sfary on their own?

As # was a personal progect, | dida® feel under any pressure. Fm interested in thes techno-scientific world asd
how i8 has ovolved ovor fime, As you sakl, some places soom unreal, ike somaothing from a scienco fiction flm,
A research institule isn't as busy as a factory, and you can find spaces filled with strange machines and no one.
arcend. This conribulns 10 the ambionco, However, tho human okement is crcial, which is why | wantod to
poriray some researchers in their working emaronment. In the 19905, scientific institutes laced & catastraphic
tinancial crisks, 5 wetn . rosult Baain drain, Whiss thoir

improved siste then, i is il at from satisfactory. | have mel young scientists who, alter Len years of siudy,
oarm koss than a wallor, Yot dospile overything, thy ace passionale peoph whe contines 10 contrigutn ko the

advancement of science. We will all benet from their work, even if we doa't realise it

People vi. machines: When old you decide on inslitute meeded o scientist in the frame, and when was the
machinery enough on its own?

It depends o the comtest, the size of the Tacilities, and whether people want 10 e pholographed of not. e
tried directing peaple, but it doesst work because they don't act natwally. What | prefes is photographing
people at their workplace, | only take & bew photos. I's a habll from my 8 photography years, when every
shof came at & cost. | ke it when photography becomes a kind of ritusl. as it creates a connection with the
subject. Then | show the person the photo Tve taken and ask I they're satistied with . If not, we do & again
For this project, I've always wsed natural ght, even in dark conditions, and shot with a wide-anghe lens. O
counse, this means there are constraints, but it ghves a visual unity.

The book Armenia, Georgla, Hungary, Karokhston, Lotvio, Romania, Uraine,
and Usbekiston, How did you decide the order of the photographs, ghven that the focations ond machines
are ol so different from soch ather?

You know, with this project spanning several years, | had lots of images ranning through my head. Working on a
dummy feioed me organise my thoughts and bring th peoject o @ proper completion. Howeve, | was not
satisfied, 0 | printed a copy to get some feedback. | was fortunate encugh to receive Martin Parr's comments
in Arbers in July 2024, At that time. | was considering using kts of archive photos and documents in the Book.
For my rescarch, | spent several days consulting a Soviet archive fund held in Paris. | also retumned to Uioaine
ol the end of 2024 to consull recently di red archives thal from Kharkiy 1o Lviv. |
finalty presented the project to Damon and Stephen at FUEL. They were very responsive and enthusiastic,
Alttough | theeghl | alneady had a large selection of phalos, they pushed me to shew them meee, Then, they
comstructed the sequence in collaboration with me. They are renowned for their design siils, 5o | had
confidence in their choices. The insttutes are first sorled ¥ country,

and finalty according b visual criteria. Of the archives that | thought were important, we eventually caty
retained a few black-and-white scientific images ot the begisning and end of the bock. I'm theilled with the
result

s

dee images: In the end, was almost entinely removed from the boak. What could
your photograpis do thot the archive images could not?

Woll, athor poople y ghvon ma noga about the archive imagos. Howovor, it was whilsy
wotking with FULL that | realsed my phologeaphs formed & complete and cobenent whobe that could be made
into a 200-page bock. The archive imagos was

Alhough | had spent a lot of time on them, | ctually Tolt 3 sense of reliel whon he eciors |meuee:nom LA
pheso book is net an oncyciopacdia,

To discover more about this imtriguing body of work and how you can acquite your awn copy. you can find and
purchase the bosk beve, [FUEL Dosign & Publishing, Amazon)

Eric Lusito

Eric Lissita is a French documentary-stybe phategrapher working on long-term persanal projects. Selt-taught,
he was infl e ¥ B and and Otte Dix. the formes Sevlet
blac atter watching the fall of the Berfin Wall an television as a child.

In the earty 2000, Lusita began travelling thiowgh former i i hing fs ik
military sites that kabor became the basis for his Boak Aftor the Walk Traces of the Soviot Empirn, published
by Dewi Lewis in 2009, Hi: L ¥ and are held in public

«coliections including FRAC Bretagne, Kiyosato Museem of Photographic Asts, MuCEM, and Nult de La Photo.

His latest book, Sovict Scientific Institutes, published by FUEL in 2026, grew lom a visit to a laboratory in
Khariiv at the end of 2021, The projoct expanded Boross soversl farmet Soviel countries and explores the
sciontific facilitios, machinos, and poople that remain conneciod to this history, (Wobsite, Instagram,

Facebonk)

[FUEL Design & Pubilishing

FUEL Dessgn & Publishing is 8 London-tased graphic design and pudiishing company faundod by Daman
Murrary and Sophon Scerol, Theie work spans publishing. dosign, visual collure, photography. architocturs,
achives, and ovorlooked cullural histogios.

Ulm a (ar{ﬂulh‘ (Ilmt‘d malwue of books, FUEL hars become knows for publicatices that combine

°] . Their books cften explare smsual,
forgotten, of rarely seon subjects, turning them inta engaging \usual reconds for a wide audience. (Nebsits,
Instsgram, Facebook, X

Q
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Eric Lusito: Soviet Scientific Institutes opens a portal into a

hidden world where ambition, secrecy, and science intersect. In
this striking volume, Eric Lusito documents Soviet-era research
facilities across former republics of the USSR, revealing spaces
that feel equal parts laboratory, cathedral, and science fiction
set. Gigantic control panels, towering telescopes, and enigmatic
machinery populate his images, evoking a surreal, almost
fantastical vision of Cold War-era ambition. Yet behind the
theatrical scale lies a history of real human effort, secrecy, and
scientific pursuit

The institutes Lusito captures were once central to Soviet
visions of technological utopia. Science was promoted as a tool
to accelerate modernization, replace religious authority, and
secure global supremacy. “Big science” projects often involved
thousands of researchers working in total secrecy, pursuing
cosmic ray experiments, radar installations, and other
endeavors that blurred the line between experimentation and
militarization. With the fall of the USSR, many of these facilities
fell into decay, abandoned yet still brimming with relics of past
ingenuity. Some, however, continue to operate, as scientists
navigate new political and technological landscapes, adapting
old machinery to modern research—even amid ongoing
geopolitical tension.

Lusito's lens captures these spaces with precision and wonder,
highlighting the unintentional beauty of complex machinery and
the quiet persistence of knowledge in the face of abandonment
From a cosmic ray research station perched in the Armenian
mountains to one of the world's largest radars in Ukraine—
rumored locally to be a climate-altering weapon—his
photographs combine documentary rigor with cinematic
composition. The book itself, featuring a tactile laser-cut cover
referencing punched paper tape from early Soviet computers,
mirrors the material and historical ingenuity of the sites it
depicts.

Soviet Scientific Institutes is more than a photographic record; it
is a meditation on ambition, decay, and human curiosity. Lusito
invites viewers to contemplate the intersections of technology,
secrecy, and aesthetics, offering a rare glimpse into a hidden
epoch of scientific exploration that continues to resonate today.

b
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Existential philosophy with Jell-O: A recipe for
readers

Among the new books being recommended by the staff at MIT Press Bookstore in Kendall Square are a compendium of big thinkers, a
guide to making foods that wiggle, photo essays from Soviet science, a novel and a children’s book about a talking pencil.

We asked the staff at the MIT Press Bookstore for some recent book recommendations.
Head over to 314 Main St. in Kendall Square to continue the conversation.

“Soviet Scientific Institutes,” by Eric Lusito. FUEL Publishing, 2026.

Photographer Eric Lusito trekked to
over 20 scientific institutes across the
former Soviet bloc, and the resultant
small-format photo book is a record of
ruin and of resilience, of beautiful
murals trumpeting the triumph of
science rising above disused
mechanical hulks, and a record of
scientific work continuing through
years of tremendous upheaval.

Scientists and technicians continue
working at some of these facilities,
and Lusito includes their images and stories, along with brief historical
descriptions of each facility. — recommended by Rebecca

The cover for “Soviet Scientific Institutes.”

b
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Inlate 201, photographer Eric Lusito went looking for inspiration
Ukrsine Just

bardes, he stumblag on some of the Saviet Union's magnificent

scientific centres, many of which stil stood — just sbout ~ fike

‘secular temples fram an ers of state-sponsored technological

wtapian ideals.

oazed drama and reminded Lusite of the torch-litfctional spy
stories he gawped at under his duvet as & child. Sadly, though,
this unfolding praject was tom apert when the Russian tanks
rolled towards Ukraine’s border.

“Ileftin December 2021, and my new acquaintances sentme
news af how terrible itwas,” Lusito says. *| knew the Ukrainians
wouldfight back, butwauld they be able to hold out? As the war
cantinued, my project seemed insignificant ~ | didn’t ook atmy

iy later, chear
that Putin had failed in his plan to quickly annex Ukraine, that
I took soms time ta review my work. I L wasn't able to continue
in Ukraine, then perhaps | could find some other countries with
a shared histary?"

For the past four years, he has travelled fram Kazak hstan,
Hungary and Romania to Geargia and Uzbekistan, in search of
more of these dilzpidated edifices in tribute to the seientists
who worked in them. Now published in his new book. ‘Soviet
Scientific Institutes” one of the most memorable images was
taken physics Research Institute
inthe I
messuring 54 metres in diameter

nates Lusite. “Led by the Armenian ghysicist and engineer Paris
H 1975, with
between 1381 and 1985, The resuling telescape

s unique in

‘andinthis room, Herouni's team were the firstta record a
powerful radio flare from Eta Geminorum, & red giant star 340
light years away.

“1was slone in the raom when | tagkit —a rare moment on my
trips —and this image came to visualise the elose barder between
seientific fact and seience fiction

“A scientist once explained to me that a big physics faciity
resemblas the course of human ifa. Afterbirth comes a learning
pariad o 10t 20 ysars, fallowed by 3 long period of maturity,
when the faciity is atits bast. This is inavitably followad by &

technological cycle.

“For me. this ghot is the 20th eentury calliding with the 21st
Butthet doesn’'tmeanit’s all sver. After all there are still inyl
enthusiasts, aren'tthere:

Institutes' is

by FUEL

Electronic Sound, Mars 2026
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Témoignage exclusif : En Ukraine, le
radioléiescope de Kharkiv mutilé par la guerre (l

Situé sur (2 ligne de front de linvasion russe en Ukraine le grand radiotélescope de Kharkiv a été en
partie déitruit par les combats. Le photographe Eric Lusito a pu &'y rendre en novemnbre 2023

o~

wes. I nous livre son tém

« Surtout il ne faudra pas g'écarter des chemins, |2 majeure partie du territoire n'est pas déminée et
eat trés dangereuse. » Avant de partir pour le radictélescope UTR-2, 3 65 km de Kharkiv, en Ukraine,
Evgueni me rappelle les consignes. La région 2 &té dévastée par |a guerre. Evgueni est étudiant et
prépare son dectorat & [Institut de Radicastronomie de Kharkiv. Je Favais rencontré fin 2021,
quelgues semaines avant [offensive russe, et nous sommes restés en contact. || mavait
accompagné un premigre fois au radictélescope afin que je le photographie. Cet instrument
atypique — tout un réseau dantennes aux formes étranges — est un fleuron de Fastronomie
mandiale. Grace & lui, les astronomes étudiaient les émissions radio dea planétes géantes, du Soleil
et de nombraux objets de la Galaxie. Certaing & =
gazeuses avec.

détacter |a si

Premier voyage aprés le retrait des Russes

Aprés avoir &té interdite par les combats qui s'y déroulaient, depuis peu, la zone du radictélescope
eat accessible aux civila. Mais les transports en commun ne sont pas encore rétablis. « Je n'y suis
pas encore allé depuis |a guerre, confie Evgueni. Pouvez-vous misider pour essence ? Vous
comprenez, nos salaires ont été diviaés par deux et fessence a tellement augmenté que je nutilise
plus ma voiture. » Les 200 litres de carburant nécesaaires coltent plua cher que de traverser toute
FUkrzine en train jusqu'a Kharkiv. Sa veiture est aussi propre que la ville malgré la guerre. Cest une
fierté et aussi un point dhonneur des habitants et des autorités. Plus nous avangons, plus les
destructions sont nombreuses. A Pyatikhatki, au nord de la ville, nous prenons Sacha. Son
immeuble, comme tous les autres de son quartier, st criblé dimpacts et chague fenétre est
recouverte de contreplagué.

Mous avons & peine le temps de faire connaissance que nous nous armétons un peu plus loin pour
récupérer notre guide, le chercheur Mikhail Sidortchouk. Notre équipe est au complet et nous
roulens maintenant vers le sud-est, en direction de |a ville d'lzioum. Plusisurs checkpoints jalonnent
natre trajet. Interdit de s'arréter au beord de la route : des pancartes écrites & la main signalent la
présence de minea. Au fur et & mesure que fon s'approche du Donbass, les véhicules militaires sont
de plus en plus présents. « Ils vont au frent. » Nous discutens du conflit. « Mon meilleur 2mi 2 &té
tué & Bakhmout », confie Sacha. « Tous mes cousins sont & la guerre, raconte Evgueni. Uun d'euxa
disparu |'année derniére. || est trés probablement décédé, mais son corps a jamais &8 retrouvé.
Larmée a accepté de ne pas mlenréler afin que je termine men doctorat. »

Un site astronomique classé trésor national

Au bout dune heure, notre chauffeur quitte |2 route en pleine campagne et £'engage danis un
chemin boueux. Nous arrivons & destination sans qu'aucun panneau rlindique le radictélescope.
L'emplacemeant a éé choisi pour &tre loin des interférences engendrées par les villes. Construit dans
les années 1960 & l'initiative de I'académicien Sémion Braude et inauguré en 1970, I'UTR-2
(Radictélescope ukrainien en forme de T, deuxiéme modification) est encore aujourd'hui le plus
grand radiotélescope du mende pour [étude des émissions radio 2 basses fréquences (de 3233
BdHz), un domazine difficile & observer & cause des perturbations causées par l'atmosphére terrestre.
En 2001, il a été clasaé « Trésor national d'Ukraine ».

Il impressionne par ses dimensions et sa forme originale. Il est constitué d'un réseau de 2 040
antennes, ou dipéles. Chacune, de 8 m de long et 3.5 m de haut, ressemble & une paire de cages
métalliques surélevées sur une tige. Lensemble, réparti sur 15 hectares, forme un T géant. Dews
tunnels razsemblent les kilométres de cibles qui alimentent les antennes et transmettent leurs
précieux signaux vers le centre de contréle : fobservatoire astronomique Braude.

Les scientifiques analysent les signaux radio provenant de Fespace, plus particuligrement cew: du
Scleil, les éclairs dorages sur Satume, les pulsars et autres corps célestes. Le 24 février 2022, jour
de l'invasion, ils étaient censés aider |a mission américaine Junc & etudier Jupiter. Un bataillon de
Farmée russe a occupé ['ohservatoire dés le lendemain, I'utilisant comme base militaire pendant six
mois, jusqu la contre-cffensive des forces armiées ukrainiennes de I'automne 2022

Lallée boisée menant a l'observatoire Braude se termine devant un monument recouvert d'une
masaique effritée : un scientifique écoutant des ondes du cosmos entouré par les douze signes du
zodiague. Sur sa gauche, |a « formule de Hawking » sur la température du rayonnement émis par un
trou nair, nommeée en [honneur du physicien anglais Stephen Hawking qui I'a découverte en 1974,
Le b&timent principal de l'observatcire, lui, est orné des portraits de Galilée, Copemic, Newton,
Einatein... Et une citation de Lénine : « Lesprit humain a découvert beaucoup de choses étranges
dans |2 nature et en découvrira encore davantage, augmentant ainsi son pouvair sur elle. »

Dies choses étranges, il y en eu ici, c'eat certain. Un an aprés |a reprise du site par 'ammée
ukrainienne, les stigmates de loccupation russe sont toujours vivaces. Sur la porte dentrée, il est
encore écrit & la craie blanche « attention mines ». Mikhail m'emméne sous |a charpente. Un obus
artillerie a soufflé |a toiture et fait 'écrouler une partie du plafond et la dalle du premier é1age
jusqu'au rez-de-chaussée. LAcadémie des sciences d'Ukraine a financé le bachage provisaire du
Toit, terminé cet autormne 2023 Il s'arréte devant |e trou béant recouvert de planches. « Regarde.
une fleur a réussi & pousser ici. La nature est merveilleuse | »

Q
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Mous rejoignons les autres a 'étage et commengons lexploration - chambres, cuisine, bibliothégque,
salle de réunion... Cleat ici que les scientifiques vivaient et recevaient leurs homologues érangers,
méme si lea visites étaient plus rares depuis 2014 et le début de la guerre dans le Donbass.
Lintérieur est dévasté. Nous descendons par I'escalier principal ol trone un tablesu de la premitre
sortie dans l'espace en 1965 par le cosmonaute Alexei Leonov, réminiscence de fimportance de
Kharkiv dans le programme spatial soviétique.

Les fenétres obturées, le rez-de-chaussée est plongé dans Fobscurité et nous progressons & la
lumiére de lampes torches dans un fatras dappareils électroniques éventrés. Lespace est rempli
|par scixante récepteurs & tubes, chacun pesant 50 kg. Du matériel analogique trop lourd et
encombrant pour &tre volé, & inverse de tous les ordinateurs et du matériel scientifique récent. «

Bdai qui croyais que les Russes taient un peuple cultivé, se désale Mikhail. Je travaille ici depuis 45

ans. Nous n'zvions dérangé personne et personne ne nous avait dérangés... »

Le panneau de contrile des antennes, parfait décor d'un film de science-fiction rétrafuturiste, est

enseveli sous des blocs de béton. Une échelle sous une trappe permet d'accéder aux tunnels. Dana
un dédale de cibles, des matelas volés dans |e voisinage moisizsent 8 méme le sl jonche
demballages de rations de combat et diohjets divers laisaés par les soldats. Sur les murs, nous
déchiffrons des messages ésotériques tel que « les dieux ne feront pas pour nous ce que nous
devens faire nous-mémes ». Personne ne scuhaite s'attarder et nous quittons cette ambiance

glaugue.

Impossible d'accéder aux antennes : le terrain est miné

Mous sortons de l'chservataire, soulagés de respirer de I'air frais, dautant que le soleil commence &
apparaitre. Mikhail part inspecter les antennes proches. Plusieurs ont été mitraillées, Fune d'elles git
&terre. Les alentours de [obsenvataire sont sécurisés, mais malgré |a libération il y a plus dun an, la
majeure partie du territaire de 15 ha n'est pas encore déminée. Cela empéche le personnel de
Finatitut de contréler ['état des 2 040 antennes pour évaluer le montant des réparations, et de
continuer leur entretien contre la correaion.

Evgueni résume |a situation - « Des travaux mineurs de restawation sont lentement réaliséa. Il est
impessible de faire plus, tout est miné et il y a beauccup d'obus non explosés. Il n'y a pas
délectricité, pas de déminage. Les sapeurs sont tous au front. Le batiment principal eat
inutilisable. ; il devra tréa probablement &tre démali et reconstruit. Il ne sert & rien de restaurer le

radictélescope tel quiil &tait - on veut le modemiser, mais seulement aprés |a guerre. Et la fin de
celle-ci n'est pas encore en vue. »

Un peu plus loin =& trouve un petit champ dantennes différentes, celles du GURT (Radic Télescope
ukrainien géant), le nouweau projet de ['Institut. Avec les 2 500 antennes prévues il offrirait une
jusqu'a dix fois supérieure & 'UTR-2 avec un fonctionnement plus simple. Sur les 275
antennes construites, entre 30 et 50 seraient encore en état de fonctionner d'aprés Evgueni. A

Favenir, le site ukrainien pourait rejoindre e réseau suropéen de radiotélescopes basses

zensibi

fréquences Lofar. Les chercheurs collaborent depuis presque trente ans avec leurs homalogues de
F'Observatoire de Paria. Celuici leur permet aujeurd’hui de travailler & distance avec |e nouveau
radiotélescope NenuFAR, de Nangay dans e Cher, dont les Ukrainiens ont contribué & la définition.

« Merci de ne pas nous oublier »

Mous marchons sur les traces laissées par un tracteur le long des amennes de PUTR-2 alignées en
rangs d'oignons jusqu'a rejoindre le chemin boueux. Défense de s'écarter. De simples rubans
accrochés aux arbres signalent la présence d'obus nen explosés. Nous arrivons au corps de garde
gu'une petite équipe rénove dans un confort rudimentaire. En face gisent les carcasses des
wéhicules de lnatitut, dont une Lada Niva blanche avec |z lettre Z peinte dessus. A cété, un entrepédt
avec du matériel acientifigue a servi de dépdt de munitions. Un cbus a tout fait exploser. Les rayons
de fin d'aprés-midi illuminent la ferraille calcinée comme g'ils ravivaient Fincendie. Dans |a région, le
scleil se couche avant 16 h. Il est temps de rentrer. Evgueni me dépose dans le centre obacurci de
Kharkiv : « Merci de ne pas nous oublier .»

Ciel & Espace, Février 2024
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Ruimte

Zwaar gehavend, maar niet geknakt

Een jaar nadat de site van de T-vormige radiotelescoop UTR-2 werd

20 2 Nele De Meyer
overgenomen door het Oekraiense leger zijn de littekens van de Mecr artikels van deze
autcur
Russische bezetting nog levendig,
Openingsbeeld © Eric Lusito "“I £ e On o g

‘Dwaal vooral niet van de paden af, want het grootste deel van het gebied is niet ontmijnd mm

en erg gevaarijle’ Onderzoeker Mikhail Sidorchuk leidt fotograaf Eric Lusite rond op de

Gepubliceerd op:

locatie waar tot voor kort de UTR-2 in vol oraat pronkte. De Oekraiense T-vormige 16 mei 3034

radiotelescoop nabij Kharkiv is nog steeds de grootste radiotelescoop ter wereld voor het

bestuderen van laagfrequente radiostraling van 8 tot 33 MHz

De telescoop wordt gevormd door een netwerk van 2040 antennes of dipolen, Elke

antenne, & meter lang en 3,5 meter hoog, lijkt op een paar metalen kooien die op een staaf

zijn geplaatst. De hele structuur, verspreid over vijftien hectare, vormt een reusachtige
letter T. De kostbare signalen bereikten tot voor kort het controlecentrum, het Braude

Radio Astronomy Observatory.

Op 24 februari 2022, de dag van de invasie van Rugland in buurland Qekraine, moesten de
onderzoekers helpen bij de Juno-missie van de NASA om Jupiter te bestuderen. Een
bataljon van het Russische leger bezette het observatorium de volgende dag en gebruilkte
het zes maanden fang als militaire basis tot het tegenoffensief van de Oekraiense

strijdkrachten in de herfst van 2022,

Een jaar nadat de site werd overgenomen door het Oekraiense leger zijn de littekens van
de Russische bezetting nog levendig, Het dak van het observatorium werd weggeblazen,
het interieur werd verwoest alsof er een natuurramp heeft plaatsgevonden, apparatuur
werd gestolen of vermield. De meeste van de 250 personeelsleden werken op afstand,
ongeveer honderd zyn verhuisd naar andere regio’s in Oekraine en enkele tientallen

werblijven in het buitenland. De servers werden in maart 2022 overgebracht naar Polen.

Toch hebben de overgebleven medewerkers sinds de bevripding van het instituut het dak
van het hoofdgebouw opgelapt en een zonne: lleerd. Het

observatorium heeft onlangs zijn eerste waarnemingen gedaan sinds de Russische invasie.

sidorchuk insp t de kapotgesch antennes. Doordat het grootste deel van het

antennegebied nog net ontmipnd is, kan het personeel van het nstituut de staat van de

antennes niet controleren en de kosten van reparatie inschatten.

In de twee par sinds de Russische invasie hebben Oekralense onderzoekers een oware prijs
betaald. volgens het ministerie van Onderwijs en Wetenschap van het land waren op 1

d laboratoria en

september 2023 meer dan
beschadigd of vernietigd. Het ministerie schat dat de wederopbouw 1,1 miljard euro zal

kosten,

Het verlies aan mensen is aantoonbaar nog groter. Naar schatting zijn meer dan negentig
OQekralense wetenschappers gedood. Meer dan zesduizend - ruwweg een op de zeven -

zijn in het buitenland en bijna 40 procent is ontheemd

Q
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"SOVIET SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTES" BY PHOTOGRAPHER ERIC LUSITO

Art, art featured

THE LABORATORIES REMAIN LONG AFTER THE IDEOLOGY THAT BUILT THEM DISAPPEARED. ACROSS
THE FORMER SOVIET REPUBLICS, VAST SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTES—RADAR ARRAYS, OBSERVATORIES,
RESEARCH CENTRES AND CONTROL ROOMS. THEY CONTINUE TO STAND IN VARYING STATES OF DECAY
AND OPERATION, MONUMENTS TO A SYSTEM THAT ONCE TREATED SCIENCE AS BOTH POLITICAL
INSTRUMENT AND UTOPIAN IDEAL.

IN SOVIET SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTES, PHOTOGRAPHER ERIC LUSITO DOCUMENTS THESE STRANGE, OFTEN
INACCESSIBLE SPACES WITH A RESTRAINED EYE FOR THEIR SCALE, THEATRICALITY AND LINGERING SENSE OF
PURPOSE.

Lusita's phategraphs move thraugh 3 landscape of analague machinery and h : cavernous halls filled with Blinking conscles, telescopes pointed toward
distant gakaxies. and that the warlds of ubes Verne or H, G. Wells. Yet these are net Imagined futures, but the
remains of an enonmaous state-sponsored scientific infrastructure developed during the Cold War. when the Soviet Union positioned scientific achievement at the centre of its
rational identity.

Many of these institutes collapsed into neglect after the fall of the US.5.R.. their funding withd, e thesir i ndered obsolete almost overnight. Lusito's images
capture the melanchaly grandeur of these abandaned ambitions, but the boak is equally interested in survival, Some facilities = despite political uph | and
chrenic underfunding, maintained by researchers who adaptied (o the pest-Soviet workd rather than abandoning their wark entirely,

Armnarg the Sites Lusito visits are a cosmic ray research centre high in the Armenian mountairs and one of the world's largest radar arrays in Ukraine, a structure 5o immense that
Iocals reportedly believe it to be a dimate-altering weapon. The are an Paul jesephsan. wha places the institutes within

the broader history of Soviet technological ambition and its distinctive visual culture of hinery, d heroic industrial scale.

what emerges is not Smply a study of decay, but a portrait of a vanished workbview still embedded in physical form, Sowet Sclentific Institutes records the afterlife of Soviet

futurism: a world of machines budt to enginéer the future, spended b 4

Sovict Scientific instituies, by Eric Lusite, FUEL Publishing

Q
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Non ce n'est pas du braille muais des bandes perfordes informatiques. Voili des touches en
relief que parcourent o doigts qui glissent sur cette couverture de Invre. Au-dessus, une
photo, ce n'est pas un piano mais une salle de contrdle d'un de ces metrtuts.

L'odyssie d un monde en nsine mais qui vit encore

Non, ce n'est pos de Ia science-fiction, ca sent bien des photographies du présent, celles
d'Eric Lus

Quatre années de voyapes, d"allers-retours dans ce qui fiut un empire disparu, 4 fravers
I'ancien bloc sovidtiqua - Arménie, Ourhékistan, Kazakhstan, Géorgie, Lettonis, Roumanis,
Hongrie et bien str, et surtout |'Ukraine, Un archipe] d'instituts scientifiques, de
laboratoires, de machines étranges, parfois 4 I'abandon, agonisants ou maintenus én vie par
des savanis obstinés.

Dex installations dressées dans des paysages gr ; ’
montagnes, foréts, steppes, gniflies par des enchevétrements métallgques
mcompréhensibles. D' immenses entrelacs de ferrailles, de métal, des foréts d'antennes qui
sont en réalité des outils da racherche. Parfois, on pousrait croire 4 des ceuvres de land art, &
des sculptures contempornines. Quelques arcs de Bemar Venet, quelques plaques en
dquilibre mstable de Richard Serra, mas surtout les entrelacs d'acter de Mark Di Suvero.
Mais non, ce sont des instruments scientifiques.

Et 1a, au milieu de tout ce métal, passent des vaches, et pms 1a encore un chien soltawe, ot
aillaurs una visills voiturs verte veme d'un autra temps,

A intérieur on dirait un caphamatan, mais oot est bie s place. Un décor de soulptures
coborées, des boutons partout, des tuyaux rouges, jaunes, bleus, verts, des téléphones d'un
autre dge. Le royaume d'un docteur Folamour, Mous sommes chez Kubrick, ou chez Jules

Werne avec le savant fou Thomas Roch

Mais attention, sed et 14, un portrait de Lémne, ¢t puis des portraits d'Tgor Kurchatov, 1e pére
du programme mcléaire soviétique. L'histoire passée nous mterpalle et pourtant nous
zommes bien dans la présent. Le passé n'est pas passd

Le tempa semble comprimé, aplati, replié. Sous les portraits des fondateurs, sous las
affiches sovidtiques défraichies, quelques scientifiques poursuivent leur tiche Dermiers

habitants d'un monde dispans. Des professeurs Tounesol en chair ¢t en os.

A travers ¢ livre et ces photographies, entre des tempétes de neige ot la chaleur des
réactions th bésares, entre |'ol son des rayons iques ¢t celle de
phénoménes invisibles, entre les laboratoires et la chaleur des fours solaires, Erie Lusito
nous améne dans un voyvage singuler. Dans le domame du réve, d'une certaine mélancolie
mais auesi dans la dureté du monde actosl Un vovage od |"utopis techniqua — ou 1a folie
dirent cerlaing — contmue de battre dins les décombres de 1'hadomre

Eric Lusito possiéde cette capacité de nous montrer les soubresawts d'un monde qui s*éteint

SANE MO

Eric Lusite

Fuel Prbluhng

Phosgrapas

Q
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Former glories
©

EricLusito
Fuel Publishing

‘THESE colourful photos capture
the remains of whatwas oncea
constellation of Soviet scientific
megaprojects, all intentionally
designed by the state to replace
religious objects of worship.

Eric Lusito gained access to
‘many of thesesites for his new
book, Soviet Scientific Institutes.
Starting in Ukraine, he spent
four years travelling across the
former Soviet Union, liaising with
scientists and visitinglocations
that had remained shuttered since
the fall of the USSR. “I was drawn
totheir mysterious beauty, their
historyand to the way they had
evolved overtime;” he says.

While many of the sites were
in disrepair, some were frozen in
time like the control room for the
Orgov Radio-Optical Telescope in
Armenia (top, far left), designed
bya Soviet scientist in the 1970s.

Attheir peak, thousands
of scientists poured through
these institutions, clocking in
onmachineslike the attendance
board at the Institute of
Radiophysics and Electronics
in Ukraine (top, near left). Some
were doing practical research,
suchasin the high-voltage hall
ofthe building previously known
asthe Electrotechnical Institute in
Kharkiv, Ukraine (bottom, farleft),
where scientists produced
lightning-like bolts of energy, to
learn how to protect the country’s
first unified grid system. A Soviet-
eramural, of ahand graspinga
lightning bolt, is on the rear wall.

Others were doing fundamental
science, such asin the MAKET-ANI
experimentin Armenia’s Aragats
CosmicRay Research Station
(bottom, nearleft), which measured
high-energy particles that fall
through the skyand settle onthe
snowy peaks of Mount Aragats.

Alex Wilkins

9May2026| New Scientist |23
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CUTURE b P

New book, 'Soviet Scientific Institutes', captures
the afterlife of a society dedicated to discovery

Lusito’s new memno,

aph captures
ries left behind b

cattered across the ¢

By Jomathan Bell = Published April 10, 2126 n Neey

£ thare [ Menteter

The twin fascinations of fallen Empire and urban exploration collide in

g 14

photographer Eric Lusite’s new book, Soviet Seientific Institutes. A visual
essay chronicling the catastrophic decline in funding and research in the
post-Soviet era, Lusito’s camera takes us on a fascinating tour of the faded
relics of communism’s utopian and sutheritarian grip on the country’s

scientific endeavours.

Spveads fram Soviel Geentie Instfues

Lusito’s jourmney took him around the sites that still exist in the USSR's

g fom Sovet Scie

former republics and satellites (access in Hussia being somewhat difficult).
Image cres

ric Lusi
Despite the obvious decay and appasent absolescence, some of these

An introduction by history professor Paul Josepheon rames trese inages facilities are still very much ir operation.

in context, chroricling how the focus on science became one of the driving

philesophical and sconomic forces bohind the Seviet Union's natienal Facilities visited include a cosmic ray research centre located deep in the

identity. This was coupled with the distinctive aesthetic qualities of the Armenian mountains and a vast radas arsay in Ukraine, apparently

ic scale and a 1 “believed to be a climate-altering weapon’ by local residents.

era’s analogue

incorporation of vivid elervents of art and design.

n S0

There's an obvicus retro-tinged delight in these images, along with

poignant schadenfreude at the i of misplaced optimism and
d ight mystery that underpins the relationship between these pl
with Cold War milit Whale dedicated to such Big

Science’ projects, often clsed off from the rest of society.

Q
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Inside the empty palaces of the faded
Soviet scientific dream

Photographs of iron curtain research labs reveal the depth of
communist ambition - and the fatal flaw buried within it

SADIE HARPER

SIGH IN SUBSCRIBE

Saortice tatiorn o S e ch Station on Mourd &

1 JULY 2026 12:00 AM

Semera tmage Tnsttuben, by

24, the war in Ukraine that Viadimir Putin believed would la

the 1,567-d,

Om Ju
hours hi

- The

ind hardware) has

y mark, the same duration as the first world w:

resilience of the invaded (backed by western intelligence

been a major factor in Russia’s failure, but 5o too been hubris,
corruption and incompetence in the ranks of the invader. Anyone who picks
upp a copy of the remarkable book Sovier Sci

understand exactly how things went wrong.

Institutes by Eric Lusito will

Lusito, a French photographer who has been travelling in the former Soviet
bloc since the 2000%, spent nearly five years

aking pictures of research

stations acToss the iron curtain s = from Ukraine to Uzbekis
central Budapest to the remote foothills of Almaty, Kazakhstan. Stat
and seen first as

tan, from

run

ith to rapid economic medernisation, then as the mi

to power the atomi

theil

and space races against the US, they were astounding in

scope.

ful comstructivist projects rose, complete with impossible:
looking machines, brightly coloured control panels, gleaming tiles and dials,

a guiding star, living

progress (the inscription on one reads: “Shine ik
P 1 Glary to Soviet Science!

armies in white coats or hard hats - by the time the bloc collapsed, it

loved 1.3 million scienti ; one-third of the world's engineers

union of scienc

hey were staffed by

and onc-quarter of its physicists.

But as science and tech historian Paul Josephson makes clear in his
introduction, ruin was built in, too, He writes: "Empty corridors and solitary
researchers in many of the photos reveal another

mere 35

ide to the story:
after the fall of communism, the rusty equipment and peeling paint
lanned, funded and

ye
hint at the fragility of socialist science. It was

controlled from above, and this meant that scientists were denied the

autonomy needed to adjust quickly to any crisis

Sugpesied Resding
Ablue world hangs in the balance

Since the fall of communism, he adds, “The science Rus and the other
nations of the former Soviet Union have fallen into disarray. Budgets have

dried up, bills remain unpaid, workers are let go. The photographs capture

e e
et M
g Armernss

Al g . by Lt UL Putiiteng

There is only a smattering of human life in the vast sites captured by Lusito,
but the faded glory of these alien spaces is somehow shot through with

humanity. Tt
Grs imrming fo Cambodia (1987), when he describes meeting a US Navy
officer who tells him: “The Russians are stupid people; they're backwards.

¢ remind me of the moment in the great monologist Spalding

You know on their ships, they t even have electrical intercoms? They still

speak through tuk

Gray continues: “Suddenly, I had this enormous fondness for the Russian
vy, for all of Mother Russia. The thought of these men, like innocent
children, speaking through e toilet paper rolls, empty paper towel rolls,
where you can still hear doubt, confusion, brotherly love, ambivalence, all

those human toncs, coming through the tuk

Soviet Scientific Instifutes by Eric Lusito is published by Fuel.

Sadie Harper is a journalist from Connecticut

Q
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HISTORIA

Neuvostoliitossa rakennettiin massiivisia
tiedeharveleita - Talta ne nayttavat yli 30 v
romahduksen jalkeen

Valokuvaaja Eric Lusito on julkaissut kirjan, johon han on valokuvannut
Neuvostoliiton aikaisia tieteellisia rakennelmia. Kuvat nayttavat, mita
tiedehankkeista on jiljella tana padivana.

-

Tieteelliset rakenteet. Vasemmalla on ROT-54-radioteleskoopin ohjaushuone ja oikealla on AZT-20 teleskooppi. KUVA: SOVIET
SCIEMTIFIC IMSTITUTES, BY ERIC LUSITO, FUEL PUBLISHING

5.6.2026 07:34
Neuvostoliitossa ithannoitiin tiedetti. Jopa niin
paljon, ettd sen toivottiin korvaavan uskonnon. ﬁ iR S
Tieteen avulla valtio pyrki kehittdméin maasta
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BCEYKPAIHCbKA FA3ETA ANA HAYKOBUIB TA OCBITSH

3ACHOBAHA ¥ KBITHI 1997 P. I
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HepseHb, 2026 p.

BUOAHHSA

HayxoBuil nitonuec
MOBOI0 00'€KTHBA

Epix JTIOCITO nid wac npesenmauyit

Y Xapxiscukiil depycastiit HAyKo-
giil Gibniomeyi im. B. Koponenxa eio-
Oynacs npezenmanin KHUMCKU pan-
yy3sko20 homozpagha i docrioHuxa
apximexmypu Epixa JTIOCITO Soviet
Scientific Institutes (FUEL
Publishing, Benuxa Bpumanis).

lle macmraGue ¢otorpadiune ao-
CliDKeHHs] HayKOBHX iHCTHTYTIB KO-
nuHBoro CPCP — IXHBOI apxiTexTy-
pH, icropil Ta cysacHoro xuTT. [0
KHIDKKH YBIHIIUTH PO3MOBiAlL mpo 22
HAyKOBi 3aK/IafH 3 BOCEMH KpaiH —
KONMHIIHIX pecny6mik Cowosy, a Ta-
KOXK yHOIeHH] nocpaii.

Jecats i3 mpeJicTaBIeHHX Y KHHK-
Il HAYKOBHX 3aK/1a/liB PO3TalloBaHi
B Xapkosi. Cepen HHX — Hauionams-
HH HayKOBHii LIeHTp «XapKiBChKHi
QISHMKO-TEXHIYHHHA IHCTHTYT», [HCTH-
TYT pagiodisHKH Ta eNeKTPOHIKH
iM. 0.5. Ycukoa HAH VYkpaiuu, In-
CTHTYT pagioacrpoHomii HAH Ykpa-
iHM, @Ii3HKO-TeXHIYHHH IHCTHTYT
HHU3bKHX Temmnepatyp imeni B.I. Bep-
kina HAH Yxpalun, [HCTHTYT CUHH-
THIAIIHHHX MaTepiamis HAH Ykpa-
IHM Ta 1HIII HayKOBI LEHTPH MICTa.
Take mHMpOKe NpeACTaBNEHHA Xap-
KiBCbKHX HAayKOBHX IHCTHTYLIH €

CBIJTUEHHAM BHHATKOBOI posi Xapro-
Ba B icTopii cBiTOROI HAYKH.

Ilif yac mpeseHTalii KHHKKH B
Haykosii Gibmioreni im. B. Kopo-
nenka Epik JliociTo posnosis, gk
3'IBH/ACh ifled MOKasaTH Il HAyKO-
Bl O0’€KTH i AKE BPAKEHHs CIIPAaBH-
JIH Ha HBOTO BiTKPHTTA, AKi BiH 3po-
OHB IIPH LBOMY.

— llle 30BCiM HeJABHO, — 3a3Ha-
4HB MakcTep, — B EBpoOI Maso mo
3HAIH [P0 HAYKOBHH CBIiT YKpaiHH.
IoindopMOBaHICTE HAaceleHHs Ha-
BiTH €BpOMEHCHKHX Kpain Gyna ay-
JKe HesHa4yHOW0. Hacnpaspi mMu Bif-
KPHIH | TPOJOBKYEMO BIKPHBATH
s ceGe MOTYTHI /pKepena TexHoO-
NOTiH, AKL CTaMH HafiDAHHAM CBITY:
TYT 3AIACHEHO PO3IENIEHHA aTOM-
Horo sjpa (apyre y csiti il nepme
Ha TepeHax Co103y), TYT CTBOPIOIOTh
HajcTifiki MaTepianu # BHHSATROBI
CHCTEMH YIpPaBliHHA KOCMIYHHMH
anapataMu... O6MiH indopmarieio
Ta ifledAMH MDK HayKOBLAMH — L
KJTIOY J10 CYCITUIBHOTO POTpecy, i 14
KHHJKKA IIIe pas MiTBep/PKYE JaBHO
ycTaneHy icTHHY.

Tpoxu npo asropa. Epik Jliocito
BIEPIIE BiJBiJaB XapKIBCHKI HAYKO-
Bi yCTaHOBH HanpHKiHNi 2021 poky. ¥

JKOBTHI 2023-T0 BiH 3HOBY MOBEPHYB-
¢ Ao Micra, mo6 sadikcyBaTH, AKHX
HaCJIIKIB 3aBJIaJH POCIHCHKI 3arap0-
HHKH HAyKOBMM lEHTpaM i nosigo-
MHTH ITPO 1ie MDKHaPOAHY CITUTBHOTY.

Maiictpa §oT006’eKTHBa Bpa3H-
md fil pocifiCEKHX arpecopis: po3-
MOBIJIA€, 10 HAaBITH NMpParHyB 3allH-
CaTHCA 10 iIHO3eMHOTO JIeTioHy, 1106
[OMOMOrTH YKpaiHi 3yIIHHHTH Bap-
BapCBKHH HACTYT 1 BIIKHHYTH BOPO-
ris 3 yKpalHcbeKol 3emui. OgHAK [0
BiliCkKa HoOro He B3saH. HaToMicTe
HOOSCHHIH, N[0 CBOIMH [OKyMEH-
TaJbHHMH PO3MOBIAAMH BiH TeX po-
OHTB BEIHKY CIIpaBy, CIpHAE 0DI3Ha-
HOCTI TPOMAaJICBKOCTI BCBOTO CBIiTY
mpo Te, o BinbyeacThea B YRpaiwi, i
TaK J{ON0Marae 3rypTyBaTH 3yCHILIA
U1 11 MiATPHMKH,

KomenTtyiouH po3nosib asTopa
KHIJKKH Ta mnoOadveHi CBIT/IHHH, JH-
pexTopka XapKiBCBKOTO TUTaHEeTapin
Fanuna Xenesuak nogaxysana Epiky
JlociTo 3a HOrO AyKe BaXJIHBY NMpo-
CBITHHLBEKY pPoGOTY, CIIPAMOBaHy Ha
POSLIHPEHHS 3HAHBL PO HAayKoBi J0-
CATHEHHS Y CBITI i 30KpeMa B YRpaiHi.

Epix po3nosis, 1o, NpHIXaBIIH
3HOBY A0 Xapkosa y 2023 poui, BiH
no6a4yus ropjie Hez/laMHe MICTO: 110-
IIPH HOBI PyIHH H NOCTiHHI 3arpo3u
pofoTa HayKOBHX YCTAHOB HE NpPH-
MHHAETECA, 1 TaKHi MPHKIAJ CTil-
KOCTI XapKiB'fiH 1 3arazioM yKpaiH-
1iB HOro Hafuxae if OKPHITIOE.

Kuamxka Soviet Scientific Institutes
VKe IPHBEPHY/Ia yBary MiKHapomn-
HHX Mefia Ta HayKOBOI CIIUIBHO-
TH (Brepure I moGaunan B [laprxki).
[yGnixauii npo Hei 3'ABHIHCA Y TIPO-
BIJIHHX CBITOBHX BHIAHHAX, 30Kpe-
Ma B The Guardian Ta New Scientist.
OxpiMm TOrO, LieH NMPOEKT 3alliKaBHB
NpeCTaBHHKIB 6araTboX HaYKOBHX
YCTAHOB  MOMJIHBOCTAMH  HOBOTO
CIiBpoGITHHITEA. ABTOP CTBEPJIKYE,
1110 HHHI BIKe € HOBI I/IaHH 3 PO3IIH-
peHHs miel TEeMaTHKH.

Anamaoniit BIJJA,

daxiseun giddiny Haykoeo-
inghopmauiitnozo 3abe3neveHHn
[HHOSAUIUHUX npouecis

X/THF im. B. Koponenxa

SVIT, Juin 2026




Part of the main test hall
atRomania’s High Voltage
Laboratory at Craiova,

an “internationally
recognised centre of
excellence”

SOVIET SCIENTIFIC
INSTITUTIONS

by ERIC LUSITO
Fuel, £26.95

The history of the Soviet Union is in
parta history of its relationship with
science. Desperate to modernise, it
needed science to accelerate, change and
promote its international importance,
by competing militarily, in space and

in atomic science, which led toits
elevating scientists and grandiose
projects across the Soviet world. After
the USSR collapsed, however, budgets
dwindled, talent migrated and the ability
to keep these often gigantic facilities
running faded. Although dilapidated
and antiquated, many are still open for
business or have been reconditioned

to press them back into service. Almost
all, however, radiate a sense of power,
whether from the tile murals that speak
of colossal revolutionary effort, or

the vast analogue control panels that
restrained who knows what daunting
currents or processes. And without
exception, all speak of an eerie sci-fi
vision of a future that never came.

The control room at the High Power.
Laboratory, also at Crai

-

Particle research at the remote
Cosmic Ray Research Station,
Mount Aragats, Armenia.
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The 45-metre tower holding “the
largest telescope in Kazakhstan”,
b 947 by “aworkforce of
Japanese prisoners.”

Strong Words, Juillet 2026




INOVARE

CERCETARE VATAMANT SUPERIOR

ICMET Craiova, validat ca partea
patrimoniului stiintific si tehnologlc european

tifice si situatia

.Cartea mea relateaza o parte din istoria
stiintificd a acestei regiuni’, explica autorul.
Desi Roménia nu a facut parte niciodata din

Existi steri care se ma m premii, in indi i bibli

sau in cl i ionale. $i existd imai d: dar actuala.
poate mai profunde, care certlﬁca faptul cd o mstltuhe face parte din is-

toria stiintei. I I iN: 1de C e-Dezvoltare si

1 3 pentmElem hnica - ICMET Craiova-in oviet Sci-  Uni Sovieti

entific Institutes, realizat de cercetitorul si fotograful francez Eric Lusito,
apartine acestei categorii. Nu este doar prezenta intr-o carte de fotografie

sid cio a faptului cd infrastructura construitd
la Craiova reprezinta o parte a a patri iului stiintific si tehno-
logic european.

&5 Alexandru Batali

influenta itatd de
Moscova asupra dezvoltarii cercetdrii in pri-
e Femcsiof i

Ulteriorins3, institutele roméanesti au evoluat
intr-o directie proprie, integrand tehnologii oc-
cidentale si dezvoltand competente care le-au
permis si rdméné relevante pana astizi.

Tocmai aceasta suprapunere de epoci
tehnologice l-a interesat pe Eric Lusito. Mai
mult decat istoria institutional, ins&, autorul
cautd atmosfera acestor spatii de cercetare.
JAceste locuri au adesea o atmosfera unica,
situata undeva intre stiint4, arhitectura si sci-
ence-fiction.”

De ce ICMET?

Raspunsul vine chiar din observatiile
autorului.,ICMET Craiova este un exemplu
in acest sens. | leauo
putere vizuald izbitoare si 0 prezent aproape
cinematografica care m-a captivat imediat.”
Dlncola de valoarea estetlca aceastd apre-
beste d Infrastruc-
turilor dezvoltate \a Craiova si despre carac-
terul lor unic in peisajul european al cercetarii

i paginile volumului, ce poate fi
achi nat pe Libris.ro (https://www.libris.

{ ientific-institutes-
eric-| |us|to[4574048 ICMET Craiova apare
alaturi de numai alte cateva zeci de institute
de cercetare din Europa Centrali si de
Est, selectate pentru valoarea lor istoricd,
arhitectural si stiintifica. Dintre institutiile
din Roménia, doar doud au fost incluse.

Aceasti selectie spune mai mult
decét ar putea sugera la prima vedere,
Ea confirmé cd

istorie a stiintei spusd
O ist stiing
prin laboratoare

aplicate. L deinalti tensiune,
instalatiile de mare putere si echlpamentele
de-alungula

nu reprezintd doar o mostenire tehnologica.
Ele continud sa deserveascd activitatea de

Eric Lusito este fotograf si
cercetatorfrancez, cunoscut pentru pro-
iectele sale dedic iului stiintific

cercetare, i arile pentru industrie si
dezvoltarea unor noi solutii pentru sistemele

si tehnologic al Europei de Est. Proiectul lui
Eric Lusito s-a concentrat asupra institutelor
de cercetare construite in perioada postbe-
licd, dar s-a néscut intr-un context cu totul
diferit. Fotograful francez si-a propus nial

siinfrastructurile dezvoltate de-: a Iungul
deceniilor la Craiova dep:

sd itutele stiintifice din
Harkov, Ucraina, insa invazia rusa din 2022
l-a linat sa extindd n mai

unor simple facilitati de |ncercarl Ele
reprezinti marturia unei continu
institutionale rare: aceea a unui institut care
areusit s rimana relevant de-a lungul mai
multor generatii tehnologice.

multe state din Europa Centrala si de Est.
Romania aintrat astfel pe harta proiectuluiin
2023.1n final volumul a ajuns s reuneasca 22
de institute de cercetare din opt state, pre-

zentand pentru fiecare contextul infiintarii

Aceasta continuitate este probabil cel mai
important argument al includerii ICMET in vo-
lum. Nu este vorba despre conservarea unei
relicve industriale, ci despre un organism de
cercetare care si-a pastrat relevanta tehnolo-
gicd, adaptandu-se permanent la noile cerinte
ale economiei si ale sistemului energetic.

Patrimonin viu,
nu muzeu tehnologic

Exista o tendinté fireasca de a asocia
infrastructurile construite in urma cu
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|
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céteva decenii cu ideea de patrimoniu
istoric. In cazul ICMET, ins4, patrimoniul si
cercetarea de frontierd coexista. Institutul
continu s4 dezvolte proiecte in domeniul
echipamentelor electroenergetice, aI

iilor pentru hidrogen, al
avansate, al incercarilor lanalta tensiune si
al solutiilor destinate tranzitiei energetice.
T paralel, infrastructurile istorice sunt
modernizate si utilizate pentru activititi de
cercetare si servicii tehnologice solicitate de
industrie.

Aceasta combinatie dintre traditie si
modernizare transformd ICMET intr-un
reperrarintélnit: o institutie fn care memoria
tehnologica nu este conservata in vitrine, ci
produce in continuare cunoastere.

Recunoagsterea vine

din continuitate

Lafinalul colaborari, Eric Lusito tine s&
sublinieze ca imaginile publicate in volum nu

SOVIET SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTES

ERIC Llls 1To FUEL

arfifost posibile fara i ©oamenilor
din institut. El multumeste conducerii pentru
deschiderea fata de proiect si echipelor de
cercetare pentru sprijinul oferit pe parcursul

le mentin tic sile
transmit. dlntr—o generatiein alta.

Desiin prezent competitivitatea cercetérii
este evaluatd aproape exclusiv prin indicatori

rdmane relevanta.

Din aceast perspectiv, prezenta ICMET
in Soviet Scientific Institutes nu reprezintd
doar o aparitie editoriald. Este confirmarea

de

ICMET Craiova

ca unul dintre cele mai importante institute

acestora de a facilita accesul in
institute de t:

4 dedicata marilor romanesti de cercetare a devenit parte aunei

side a crea conditiile necesare realizarii
fotografiilor. Este un gest de politete, dar si o
observatie important: patrimoniul stiintific
nuinseamnd doar cladiri si instalatii, ci si

diferita. Ea arata ca valoarea unei institutii
se mésoard si prin capacitatea de a traversa
epoci tehnologice, de a se reinventa side a

Lirgind perspectiva, descoperim c& Roménia
detine inc locuri in care trecutul si viitorul
cercetdrii coexista sub acelasi acoperis. M

Mai mult decat oinfrastructura

deincercari:un reper european

Tnfiintat in urm4 cu peste cinci decenii, ICMET Craiova a evoluat
odata cu transformrile sistemului energetic romanesc, devenind unul
dintre cele mai importante centre europene dedicate incercarilor si
cercetdrii in electrotehnicé si electroenergetica. Laboratoarele sale de
Tnaltd tensiune si de mare putere, dezvoltate si modernizate succesiv
de-a lungul timpului, permit efectuarea unor teste complexe pentru
echipamente destinate productiei, transportului si distributiei energiei
electrice, infrastructuri esentiale pentru siguranta si rezilienta retelelor
energetice.

Dar ICMET inseamna mai mult decat infrastructura experimentala.
Institutul a reusit s& transforme competentele acumulate in proiecte
de cercetare cu directs in industrie, participand la dezvol-
tarea de tehnologii pentru echipamente electroenergetice, materiale
avansate, sisteme inteligente de monitorizare si diagnostic, compatibi-
litate electromagnetica, securitate cibernetica a infrastructurilor criti-
ce gi, in ultimil ani, solutii dedicate economiei hidrogenului si tranzitiei
energetice.

Aceasta continuitate este unul dintre cele mai valoroase atuuri ale
institutului. In timp ce multe infrastructuri de cercetare construite in
a doua jumatate a secolului trecut au rdmas simple marturii ale unei

epoci tehnologice, ICMET a continuat sé investeasca in modernizare,
acreditare si integrare T proiecte europene, pastrand active laboratoa-
re care servesc atat cercetdrii, cat si industriei.

Privite prn aceasté lentil, instalatie fotografiate de Eric Lusito ca-
patdo ificatie diferitd. Ele nu doar prin dimensiune
sau expresivitate arhitectural, ci prin faptul cA reprezint infrastructuri
vii, utilizate zilnic pentru dezvoltarea si validarea unor tehnologii care
raspund provocarilor actuale ale sectorului energetic.

De aceea, includerea ICMET in Soviet Scientific Institutes poate fi
interpretatd ca o reCunOaStere aunei duble identit4ti: aceea de martor
al istoriei cercetdrii europene si, in acelasi timp, de actor activ in con-
struirea viitorului acesteia.
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Scienza e tecnologia in
Unione Sovietica

LETTERATURA 28 Aprile 2026

n nuovo volume fotografico por tto i riflettori il sogno
U tecnologico dell'URSS attraverso gli scatti del fotografo francese Eri
analizza il le

repubblic

CONDIVIDI |I|

L'ascesa e il declino dell'Ur tica, raccontati da una prospettiva originale: le
immagini di cid che sopravvive del suo grandioso apparato scientifico. E questo il focus
di un nuovo libro fotografico, intitolato Soviet Scientific Institutes (nellimmagine in
apertura un dettaglio della copertina). Pubblicata lo scorso 16 aprile dalla casa editrice
britannica FUEL, l'opera nasce dall'approfondito lavoro documentario svolto dal
fotografo francese Eric Lusito.

Gli scatti suggestivi raccolti nelle oltre 200 pagine del volume documentano la parabola
di molte infrastrutture - un tempo top secret - disseminate in tutto il vasto “impero”
sovietico. Attraversando localita remote di nazioni come I'Armenia e I'Uzbekistan, il libro
passa in rassegna istituti grandi e piccoli che resistono al passare del tempo, dopo che
per molti anni sono stati il simbolo della sf al blocco
occidentale.

UN VIAGGIO FOTOGRAFICO TRA GLI ISTITUTI
SCIENTIFICI DELL'VURSS

Il volume ructa attorno al prime resoconto fotografico dedicato ai centri di ricerca
sovietici, un tempo inaccessibili al pubblico. L'indagine visiva di Lusito evidenzia
anzitutto la passione per | progetti scientifici grandiosi che ha caratterizzato la politica
di Mosca a partire dal 1945 e per tutto il periodo della ¢ . Ancora oggi, gli
istituti catturati dall'obiettivo del fotografo appaiono come complessi dalle dimensioni
fuori scala, progettati per accogliere migliaia di ricercatori.

Sotto I'aspetto visivo, I'opera restituisce I'anima pil vera di questi spazi, portando
all'attenzione del lettore contemporaneo il loro ruclo di "templi® dedicati al "culto® della
scienza. Lo stridente contrastotrair i,

il degrado in cui versano molte delle strutture stimola inoltre una riflessione profonda

costruttivisti, i macchinari ormai obsoleti e

su cosa ha significato la fine dellimpero sovietico.

L'ESTETICA E LA FUNZIONALITA DEI LABORATORI
SCIENTIFICI SOVIETICI

Uno dei capitoli piti interessanti del libro & quello dedicato all'U .che all'epoca
passd nel giro di pochi anni dall'essere I'epicentro delle purghe di Stalin a diventare un
polo scientifico strategico per tutta 'URSS. Gli scatti di Lusito e |e didascalie a corredo
descrivono lincredibile impegno profuso dai ricercatori contemporanei, che continuano
a operare ancora oggi in molte di queste strutture, lavorando anche durante i
bombardamenti pur di portare avanti i loro studi.

Introdotto da una prefazione curata da Paul Josephson, professore emerito di storia
presso il Colby College e tra i massimi esperti mondiali di storia della scienza sovietica e
russa, il libro Soviet Scientific Institutes offre un'importante testimonianza storica in
merito al sogno tecnologico bolscevico. L'indagine visiva condotta a quasi quarant'anni
di distanza dallo sgretolamento dell'URSS racconta una storia di segretezza e smisurata
ambizione, mostrando il ruolo cardine della scienza nel definire l'identita di un intero
sistema geopolitico.
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CRITIQUE

Un photographe au pays des Soviets

Le photographe Eric Lusito, spécialiste de I'ancien bloc soviétique, rencontre en 2021un

scientifique ukrainien qui lui fait découvrir son laboratoire. Inspiré, il décide alors de documenter

les vestiges de la grande science de 1'époque soviétique.

Afgmster b mes articles. () Commenter # Pactages oF Fussse

Erie: Lusito explore les vestiges des instituts scientifiques soviétiques, tmains d'une poque ol la recherche senvait un iééal communiste sujourd hul révolu. (Photo
FUEL)

LesEchos

LELIVRE
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Un photo; he
au lg)ays deg;aégwem

LE PROPOS Rappelez-vous
l'expérience électrostatique du Palais
de la Découverte. Cette grande salle
parsemée de tubes, tourbillons,
spheres, guidant I'électricité, Vous
souvenez-vous de cette ambiance

de laboratoire suranné qui y régnait ?
Clest ce que vous retrouverez

dans « Soviet Scientific Institutes »
d’Eric Lusito. Le photographe

a parcouru l'ex-bloc soviétique
poury photographier les instituts
scientifiques et laboratoires qui ont
fait la renommée de la recherche
russe avant l'effondrement du bloc
soviétique. On est plongé dans une
époque révolue fortement marquée
par le parti communiste. Rien de
numeérique, tout y est analogique.
Les boutons sont partout, les cadrans
ont des aiguilles parfois tombées,

les antennes des radiotélescopes
rouillent inlassablement attaquées
par le froid en Roumanie,

en Ukraine. On imagine encore

les hommes en blouse blanche
saffairant devant les consoles.

Lesthétique soviétique est sur les
affiches, sur les fresques et dans

les salles de contréle. Elle se méle

a la complexité des appareils

pour rappeler que les chercheurs de
I'époque ceuvraient a unidéal quien
faisait des héros du récit communiste.
Ces friches nous raménent finalement
ala guerre en cours entre la Russie

et I'Ukraine. Poutine vit probablement
encore dans le mythe

de ces instituts en délabrement.

LA CITATION « Ungrand laboratoire
ressemble.au cours de la vie humaine.
Aprés la création, il y a une période
d'apprentissage, suivie d'une longue
période de maturité oit e laboratoire
atteint son apogee. Inévitablement,

sa valeur scientifique décline ensuite. »
— Thierry Meneau

Soviet Scientific Institutes
d’Eric Lusito, FUEL, 208 pp., 37 euros.

Par Thierry Meneau
Publié be 26 aodt 2026 3 10000

Le propos. Rappelez-vous |'expérience électrostatique du Palais de la
Découverte. Cette grande salle parsemée de tubes, tourbillons, sphéres, guidant

I'électricité. Vous vous de cette ambiance de lab ire suranné qui'y
lé-snait 7 C'est ce que vous retrouverez dans « Soviet Scientific Institutes » d'Eric
Lusito. Le photographe a parcour I'ex-bloc soviétique pour y photographier les
instituts scientifiques et laboratoires qui ont fait la renommée de la recherche

russe avant 'effondrement du bloc soviétique.

On est plongé dans une époque révolue fortement marquée par le parti
communiste. Rien de numérique, tout y est analogique. Les boutens sont
partout, les cadrans ont des aiguilles parfois tembées, les antennes des
radiotélescopes rovillent inlassablement attaguées par le froid en Roumanie, en
Ukraine. On imagine encore les hommes en blouse blanche s'affairant devant les
consoles.

Lesthétique soviétique est sur les affiches, sur les fresques et dans les salles de
controle, Elle se méle a la complexité des appareils pour rappeler que les
chercheurs de I'époque oeuvraient a un idéal qui en faisait des héros du récit
communiste.

Ces friches nous raménent finalement i la guerre en cours entre la Russie et
I'Ukraine. Poutine vit probablement encore dans le mythe de ces instituts en
délabrement.

LIRE AUSS! :

+ CRITIQUE - Ukraine : journal photographique d'une guerre

« CRITIQUE - Voyage au pays du Goulag

La citation. « Un grand laboratoire ry ble au cours de la vie humaine. Aprés
la création, il y a une période d'apprentissage, suivie d'une longue période de
maturité ol le laboratoire atteint son apogée. Inévitablement, sa valeur
scientifique décline ensuite. »

LIVAL PHOTO

+ Soviet Scientific Institutes

+ d'Erie Lusito, FUEL, 208 pages, 37 euros.
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